Metros rally, reach finals

Sioux City,
Mason City
clash for title

By Terry Hersom
Journal sports editor

It wasn't ““just before the dawn.”
Not anywhere close.

However, midway through the
afternoon Saturday, it was darkest,
indeed, for the Sioux City Metros,
regular-season champions of the
Towa High School Hockey League
and defending champs in the
IHSHL's annua! post-season tour-
nament.

On Friday, the Metros had lost
two-thirds of their heavy artillery
when right winger Jesper Kilander
suffered a season-ending injury and
center Jesse Monell drew a game
misconduct penalty, disqualifying
him from the rest of the tournament
at Sioux City Auditorium,

On Saturday, sorely missing the
offensive punch these players might
have provided, the Metros trailed 3-1
with less than three minutes to play
against Ames, a team they’d beaten
9-6 and 16-5 during the regular
season.

Ames, a Cinderella team that
escaped the opening round with a
double-overtime upset win over
fourth-seeded West Des Moines
Valley-Dowling, was on the verge of
dethroning the [HSHL tourney’s
defending champion.

Along came Daniel Davies, racing
away from a defender for a
breakaway wrist shot, cutting the
Ames lead to 3-2 with just 2:18 re-
maining in the tournament semifinal.

Then, just seconds later, there was
Davies again, sliding a perfect pass
to teammate Landon Blatchford, who
flipped home a tying goal with ex-
actly 2:00 on the clock.

Finally, defenseman Karri Poykio,
a Heelan High exchange student
from Finland, contributed his third
assist of the day, feeding West High
junior Eric Rubel for the game win-
ner at 7:22 of a sudden-death over-
time.

The dramatic 4-3 triumph, Sioux
City’s 15th in a row, sends the
Metros into today's 3 p.m. champi-
onship game against third-seeded
Mason City, which improved to 18-
6-0 with a 6-3 win over the second-
seeded Omaha Gladiators.

The Gladiators, 19-7-0, face
Ames, 12-11-1, in the third-place
game at noon.

For quite some time Saturday,
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Sioux City Metros teammates congratulate Cory
Roberts (18) for second-period goal to open
scoring in IHSHL Tournament semifinal with

Ames. Top-seeded Sioux City trailed 3-1 before
scoring twice in the final 2:18, then escaped in

overtime, 4-3. (Staff photo by Gary Anderson)
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Johnson has hat trick
to spark Mason City
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medial collateral ligament in his right
knee, an injury that will require
surgery once the hockey season ends.

though, the third-place game was
looking like Sioux City's destination.

“‘These kids have played a lot of
hockey in tight situations and they’ve
faced this kind of thing before,” said
Metros’ Coach Dave Davies, father

THURSDAY'S QAMES
W Game 1; Walerico 3, Omaha Junior Lancers 2
W Game 2 Mason City 9, Dubuque 3

FRIDAY'S QAMES
W Game 3: Omaha Gladiators 9, St Joseph 7

of the Heelan junior who sp:
ed the come-from-behind triumph.

*‘Obviously, I was getting a little
concerned, yeah. But it's not over till
the fat lady sings and these kids
knew that.”

Dan Davies, a junior who played
defensive back and earned all-state
laurels for Heelan's Class 4A state
runner-up football team last fall, was
the last remaining vestige of the
high-powered line that ranked first
(Monell), third (Davies) and fourth
(Kilander) in [HSHL regular-season
scoring.

“I probably tried to do a little bit
more than | should have,’’ said the
younger Davies, who shifted to
defense in the first period, when
senior Jade Pospeshil was helped
from the ice with an injury. Davies
switched to center for the second
period, when Pospeshil returned to
action, then played anywhere and ev-
erywhere in the frantic final 15
minutes.

After a scoreless first period,
Sioux City's Cory Roberts final
broke the scoring ice at 13:39 (just
1:21 left) in the second session, con-
necting with a slapshot from the left
point.

The exhilaration was short-lived,
though, as Rusty Crawford of Ames,

nir
winner against Valle
matched Roberts® goal just 15 sec-
onds later with nearly ‘an identical
shot.

Jay Greenfield's perfect pass was
flipped home for the go-ahead goal
by Ames' Deron Hagberg at 1:51 of
the third period.

AJ. Sanders, a Fort Dodge High
School student who commutes to
Ames to play hockey, gave the Little
Cyclones their 3-1 cushion at 7:21,
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B Game 8: Dubuque 4, Walerioo |

W Game 9: Mason Gty 6, Omaha Gladaions 3
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Mason City 6, Gladiators 3

Scott Johnson’s three-goal hat
trick earned third-seeded Mason City
a spot in the championship game,
spelling the difference in a 6-3 semi-
final win over the second-seeded
Omaha Gladiators.

Casey Holck’s short-handed goal
lifted Mason City into a 2-2 tie at
5:00 of the second period and
Jonathan Morrison's power-play
tally at 7:03 gave the East Division
champs a 3-2 lead. .

Johnson did the rest, scoring a
short-handed goal at 12:11, then
connecting twice in the third period
to send his teammates safely in front,
62

6-2.

SUNDAY'S GAMES I
8 7 am. (Game 12): Valley/Dowkng (17-100) va.
Walerico (6-18-0), 7ih place L
930 am. (Game 13 Omaha Junor Lancers
(4:21:1) va. Dubugue (10-14-1), 5t place

W Noon (Game 14); Omeha Gladalors (16-7-0) ve.
Ames (12:11-1), ¥ place

W 3pm. (Game 15): Mason Gty (18-6-0) va. Sioux
Ciy 21-8-0), championship

beating Sioux City goalie Jesse
Basarich on a breakaway.

Three minutes carlier, Basarich
had fended off another such try by
Sanders. Otherwise, his tecammates’
eleventh-hour heroics would have
gone for naught.

For that matter, Rubel would never
have scored his game-winner if not
for another nifty save by Basarich,
surviving a breakaway by Hagberg
with exactly five minutes gone in the
10-minute overtime.

“I felt I did as well as I could,””
said Basarich, a senior at North.
“‘My knees are really kind of hurting
me, but there's mo letting up. We
want to win the tournament.”

Basarich had surgery on his left
knee a year ago, repairing a torn
anterior cruciate ligament sustained
on the first play of the 1990 football
season. Then, last month, he tore the

SATURDAY’'S IHSHL TOURNEY GAMES

Dubuque 4, Waterice 1
First partod: No Peraies: Swartz, 0, 1:13.
Cosond paiod: 1, Dol — AMon
Ko 10:12. Punaes: Harwocd, 0, 1:26; Kma, W,
Third pariod: 2, Dubuque — Kester (Cigrand) 207.3,
Duovas — G Rath, X
o K , Roth) 13:10. 8, Wakeroo —
rott Kima (Jim Schasfer, David Lamb) 14:48.
Ponaites. Baxter, D, 522, Lange, W, 12:
by pariods:

wﬁ!u 4,000 i,

|, A B53; G,
S,
o

w85
Groen-
s

—'Dan Davies (Poyk) 12:42.6, ScuxCy —
(D-mqm mw':»

O outen ok Gi .u on Gy Mark Exer
ios: Noi Gimore, 3
Scotrcad 316 Oran ey
Sloux City 4, Ames 3 (ot)
First pariod: No scoring. Penaties: Juon, SC, 1:18;

e
giggilie%f z} §

I
i

The Gladiators, 19-7-0, outshot
Mason City 43-25, but Mason City
goalie Neil Gilmore, a junior, turned
in a strong performance, piling up 40
saves.

Joey Perell, Dan Cohen and Todd
Sanning scored the Gladiators' goals.

For Mason City, Matt Fryar con-
tributed the opening goal of the con-
test and Ethan Scheetz chipped in
two

Dubuque 4, Waterloo 1

Aaron Cigrand and Keith Kester
scored two goals each, leading
Dubugque to a 4-1 win over Waterloo
and a berth in today’s fifth-place
game at %:30 a.m,

Sixth-seeded Dubuque, which is
10-14-1, takes on the ninth-seeded
Omaha Junior Lancers, 4-21-1.

After a scoreless first period,
Cigrand scored the only goal of the
middle session at 10:12. Kester's
first tally came at 2:07 of the final
period, giving Dubuque some
breathing room.

Each scored again before Brett
Klima connected for the only
Waterloo goal with 14 seconds left,
spoiling the shutout for Dubuque
goalie David March.

Kester had a four-point game,
assisting on Cigrand’ s, and
Cigrand also picked up an as: It
was the Devils' second win follow-
ing an opening 9-3 loss to finalist
Mason City.

Waterloo, now 6-19-0, draws the
early wake-up call, playing in to-
day’s 7 a.m. seventh-place game.

Valley-Dowling 8, St. Joseph 3

West Des Moines Valley-Dowling
rallied with four goals in the third
period to defeat St. Joseph and ad-
vance to the seventh-place game to-

day,

Valley-Dowling, now 17-10, will
face Waterloo for seventh-place at 7
this morning.

Fourth-sceded Valley-Dowling
owned the first and third period
scoring all of its goals then while
seventh-seeded St. Joseph tallied
three times in the middle period to
mount an upset bid.

Greg Jones scored 14 seconds into
the third period to tie the game, then
teammate Anti Aarnio followed at
1:09 with what proved to be the
game-winner,

St. Joseph, as the only team unable
to advance into today’s placement
games, wound up last in the nine-
team ficld, suffering three losses to
finish 6-20-1.




